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The Transformative Power of the Copy

Corinna Ferberg Philipp W. Stockhammer

DOI: https:/idoi.org/10.17835/eiup. 195.260

Copying the World’s Emperor: Dinglinger’'s Great Moghul and the French Model of Absolute Power

Corinna Forberg

Abstract

The kings and princes of late seventeenth- and early eighteenth-century Europe were steeped in the desire for absolute power. The most
ambitious and successful ruler among them was Louis XIV. In Asia, Aurangzeb, the acting Great Moghul, was known as his equivalent. Both
used the potential of courtly representations not only to illustrate, but to legitimize their claim to power. In order to document their grandeur and
immortality, they let pictures of themselves be distributed; some images of the Great Moghul even reached Europe, where they were copied
for travel literature. Johann Melchior Dinglinger. goldsmith at the court of the Elector of Saxony and King of Poland Augustus the Strong, used
those images spread via print media to create his masterpiece The Throne of the Great Moghul. Dinglinger’s aim was not to exhibit an exact
effigy of the historical Great Moghul Aurangzeb and his splendid court, but to depict absolute power. However, the absolute monarch is
inimitable. This article pursues Dinglinger's strategy to meet the problem of how to imitate the inimitable. For this, he used both formal and

s and imperial concepts of representation. The latter included Dinglinger’s presentation of his cabinet piece to the king, which

stylistic dey

became a key moment in the understanding of the art work. It was that moment when Augustus the Strong’s desire for absolute power was

satisfied, comparabl the situation when the transubstantiation of Louis XIV in juxtaposition with his portrait took place, as described by

Louis Marin in his thesis on the portrait of the king. Ultimately, Dinglinger applied the practice of copying in order to erase the original
Keywords: Copy. inimitability, Johann Melchior Dinglinger, Louis XIV, Louis Marin

Introduction
In 1701, the court jeweller Johann Melchior Dinglinger began to work on his masterpiece The Throne of the Great Moghul (fig. 1). which he
devoted to Augustus the Strong, Elector of Saxony and King of Poland. In the same year, Hyacinthe Rigaud created what is probably the most

famous portrait of Louis depicting him as an absolute ruler (fig. 2). and which henceforth substituted for the king in his absence

At this time. Roger de Piles had seen in his writings on art theory that color was brought into the strict rules of the French royal academy by
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Figure 1: Johann Melchior Dinglinger, The Throne of the Great Moghul, Dresden,
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Qualitatssicherung ist Luxus

a) Investition ist unumgéanglich

b) Je hoher der Qualitdtsanspruch desto teurer wird es
c) Knackpunkt Geschéaftsmodell: Sustainability

John Tenniel, THE WHITE ELEPHANT
PRESENT PROPRIETOR (log.). "SEE
HERE, GOVERNOR! HE'S A LIKELY-
LOOKING ANIMAL,—BUT | CAN'T
MANAGE HIM! IF YOU WON'T TAKE
HIM, | MUST LET HIM GO!I*

Punch, vol. 103, 22.0October 1892
Public Domain

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:The_White_Elephant,_Punch_103.png
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Es ist schwerer neue OA Instrumente in heterogenen
Forschungsfeldern aufzubauen als in homogenen

a) Akquise

b) Produktion

c) Akzeptanz

d) Resonanz

-

\
-
!
’
s "
{
|

imgfiip.com

Andrea Hacker | Universitat Heidelberg | Jenseits von Infrastruktur



SciHub—Open Access Black—wird akzeptiert

iIt's a Sci-Hub world

Server log data for the website Sci-Hub from Septembe TS
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Quelle: https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2016/04/whos-downloading-pirated-papers-everyone

Andrea Hacker | Universitat Heidelberg | Jenseits von Infrastruktur 10



Cluster of Excellence UNIVERSITAT
E[J ASIA AND EUROPE HEIDELBERG
IN A GLOBAL CONTEXT ZUKUNFT
SEIT 1386
Vielen Dank!
Dr. Andrea Hacker .
hacker@asia-europe.uni-heidelberg.de
@ahacker
11

Andrea Hacker | Universitat Heidelberg



